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music of the spinning-wheel is so dear to me* The wheel is a kind
of wall for the protection of women. I cannot think of any other
thing which may serve as a support for such sisters in India, The
task, however, cannot be accomplished till good men in every city
take it up. In Barisal, the persons who are working among these
sisters are the noble-minded Shri Sharat Kumar Ghosh and his
co-worker, Shri Bhupati Babu, a lawyer who has joined non-co-
operation. I merely took advantage of the ground prepared by
them.

Sisters, now that you know, you too must reflect on this. You
alone can reach the inner shrine in the hearts of the fallen sisters.
Till you come forward to work for the emancipation of such women,
efforts by a man like me will be unavailing.

Swaraj means the emancipation of the fallen,

[From Gujarati]
Jfaoajioan, 11-9-1921

40.   MT NOTES

CHILDREN'S BLESSINGS

Many sisters write to me, as also many youths; it is only from
children that I seldom get a letter. An unexpected letter has come
from one and here it is:

I am very eager to do what you want us to do.  I have started
wearing khadi.   ,,.l and  I  have believed in   non-co-opera-
tion from  the  very  beginning.   . ..2 did not believe in  it
But now he believes in it.  If you get all the children in  the
country to join non-co-operation, your success will be certain.
At every place I ask for women's blessings in this holy strug-
gle, for I believe that they are pure and tender-hearted, that they
are free from guile or deceit.  They sincerely believe this struggle
to be for a holy cause.

But children are even more innocent at heart than women.
In what way can one ask for their blessings? Can they take even
one step without their parents* permission? Hence, I have done
nothing in regard to children except to play with them. I was,
therefore, pleased to get this letter. I can see that the language
is not a child's. The letter seems to have been inspired by their
teacher. But it is indeed what I ask and desire, that parents give

1 & 2 The  source omits the name.